Welcome to the

Spring 2020 Newsletter
Town Council Contact Details

Wivenhoe Town Council Offices,
77 High Street, Wivenhoe, Colchester, Essex, CO7 9AB
Tel: 01206 822864
Email: enquiries@wivenhoe.gov.uk
Website: www.wivenhoe.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 12.30pm
Town Clerk: Jo Beighton-Emms
townclerk@wivenhoe.gov.uk
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1. COUNCIL UPDATE
•

WTC have invested in a new financial system that will save the Council money by
streamlining our financial processes. As well as providing us with financial reports as and
when we need them and giving us a complete and very detailed view of our situation,
the system will enable a process whereby we will be able to collect payments on line,
automate the booking process and provide some sort of on-line booking for the town
facilities, e.g. the William Loveless Hall. (Watch this space for further news on that)
We have also massively overhauled the financial system and made it compliant and
appropriate for the 21st century.

•
•
•

•

WTC have completed a long-awaited refresh of the children’s playground at the bottom
of the KGV, updating some old play equipment and providing new bright facilities to be
enjoyed by the smaller members of our community in a safe environment away from the
road.
Coming soon, we plan to add to the children’s facilities by adding additional facilities
for older children. Plans are still being made, but we hope that we will be able to unveil
something new in the very near future.
For the last few months, we have had an on-going best value exercise running to review
what we’re spending money on and ways of making that more efficient and greener.
The review is focussed on a process of ensuring that we are not just accountable for every
penny that we spend, but also that we ensure that nothing is spent without considering
whether we could get a better deal for Wivenhoe.
Michael does a fantastic job keeping the KGV and the rest of the town clear of litter and
dangers. On his travels around the town, he also acts as the eyes and ears of the local
zone wardens so that as hazards or situations start to develop, he is able to make the
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office aware of them and pre-empt them before they get to be a hazard.
The Skate Park is something of a faded jewel in the crown. Sadly, it has been subject to
vandalism over the last year despite being a very popular amenity. Until we are able to
raise sufficient funding to replace it with something more modern, WTC has done a lot of
work to keep the skate park usable.
We are hoping to reach out to the community to help us with the eventual design and to
make it something that the town can be rightfully proud of.
It is an unfortunate fact of life that drugs and “County Lines” have become a feature of
rural living. Following a series of unfortunate events in the town, WTC has worked with
the police and our Borough Councillors to address the issues arising from drugs around
the town, resulting in the police increasing their presence and taking appropriate action.
The public lavatory in the Car Park has undergone refurbishment internally and WTC
have installed water fountains providing a source of drinking water close to the play area
and the KGV.
At least one councillor has been very persistent in calling the appropriate people to
account with respect of the pothole issue, and whilst meeting some inevitable resistance,
is making progress in bringing the issue to the attention of the people who will influence
the remedial work. This is likely to be an ongoing problem for which we do not anticipate
a quick, or completely satisfactory response.
WTC Councillors and Borough Councillors have worked together to address and alleviate
parking issues around De Vere Lane, and the slowly increasing issue with people coming
into the town to use the station to commute to London and parking in the streets.
Following complaints about dogs, dog fouling and dogs off leads, WTC are working with
the zone wardens to put up notices reminding dog owners of their responsibilities and
to increase coverage by the wardens to encourage compliance by the small number of
people who still fail to clear up af-ter their dogs.
Two of our councillors have worked unstintingly in the background with the marine police,
CBC and other bodies to help curb anti-social behaviour on the river, reducing incursions
by irresponsibly driven personal water craft, danger to other river users and disturbance
to the wild life. WTC are also working with CBC to engage in future plans for the river now
that CBC have taken back control.
The work of our “grounds-keepers” is greatly appreciated, for example the old cemetery
on Belle Vue Road which is maintained as a place of quiet reserve and is a haven in the
town for wildlife. This is achieved by the sympathetic execution of a 3-year rotation that
ensures that only a small part of it is disturbed by the essential maintenance work needed
to keep it both wild and controlled. Anyone who has walked through it on a summers
evening listening to the birds and watching the bats will attest to it being a quietly unsung
tribute to their efforts.
At the Full Town Council meeting in December, it was unanimously agreed to set
aside a budget to offset WTC’s annual carbon with an investment of £400. This is an
interim measure while we plan some longer-term measures that not only improve the
environment, but also, where possible, save energy and money.
WTC could not operate without hugely talented and dedicated people who work quietly in
the background to keep the low level but essential services running and available, from
booking various facilities, distributing rubbish sacks, answering queries and just making
people’s lives that little bit easier.
One of the Councillors organises lunches for the Over 65s providing a hot meal, company
and a chance to catch up with the gossip as well as a chance to collar a Councillor face
to face.
It shouldn’t be forgotten that WTC also provides transport via volunteer drivers and the
use of the “Communty” Bus to get guests to the lunch, or the army of volunteers that work
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in the background to make it happen too
The Council is working with CBC and some of our Borough Councillors to turn a scrap
of otherwise unloved ground into a sensory garden which will offer a little sanctuary
to people to enjoy their surroundings but with special emphasis on those who might
appreciate a sympathetic
approach.
As well as designing it to provide that facility, it is our hope that various parts of the
community, for example local schools, will work with us to realise their ambition for what
they would like and we will be reaching out in due course to them.
WTC has worked with our Borough Councillors to provide another set of recycling bins on
De Vere Lane and close to the Co-op to recycle glass facilities.
Last year WTC applied for and was offered a grant to provide facilities for cyclists within
the town, and those passing through to use a public cycle pump. It is our hope that this
will encourage people to “get on their bikes” and enjoy what we have to offer to those
prepared to explore a little further.
A new Town Council website is due to be launched this year. Watch this space!

2. COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

This section is for local organisations and community groups
to provide general notices and updates on projects
In each edition the Town Council will make space
available for these notices
If you would like to submit an article for the next edition, please email
enquiries@wivenhoe.gov.uk

3. NEW PROJECTS
SENSORY GARDEN
Some while ago, Cllr Mike Newton left £1,000.00 in a fund to kick start the ‘Sensory
Garden’ project. It was the project which was voted top of a Millfields School wish list,
when the children wrote to Cllr Newton as Mayor, when he and his wife visited the
school.
Work is now under way and the work to clear the area for the garden of unwanted
detritus and vegetation is now almost complete.
Design work will be a collaborative effort, which will result in an inventory of what
is needed (mainly in the way of materials but also physical help) to establish the
garden, at least in its first phase. We hope to report back on this very soon. Thanks to
everyone with offers of help so far.

COMMUNITY HERB GARDEN
Wivenhoe Town Council is in
the process of planting what will
become a community herb garden
in front of the Council Offices in High
Street, Wivenhoe. During the initial
planting, Jim came across a female
common newt hibernating in the soil.
She will no doubt find her way back
to a pond soon.

4. MEET SOME OF THE COUNCILLORS
Cllr Andrea Luxford-Vaughan

I moved to Wivenhoe over 20 years ago and now live with my family in 'midtown'. I
became a councillor in 2007 and have served on several committees since, as well as
the William Loveless Hall and youth working groups.
Wherever possible I apply my professional experience as a designer and passion for
green initiatives to support WTC projects and this led to the creation of the wildlife and
jubilee gardens with Wild about Wivenhoe and a wildlife charter that covers various
guidelines and new projects that promote and protect our wildlife. Whilst my CBC
commitments mean I'm no longer actively involved with this group.

Cllr Bob Needham

Cllr Bob Needham was born in Wivenhoe and has spent the greater part of his life in
the Town.
After completing a career with Essex Police and latterly at Colchester Borough
Council, Bob volunteered as a Councillor in 2009. He has been The Town Mayor
twice and enjoys his role as a Councillor. He contributes to the vision of creating a
remodelled Civic Centre on land currently owned by the Council on the High Street.

Cllr Asa Aldis

I have sat on the Town Council since 2011 during a time of unprecedented cuts and
financial pressures. Despite this we have enabled the strategic purchase of the Police
Houses and Town Offices with a vision of creating a single civic site. As Chair of
Planning I helped with successfully implementing the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan
which protects us from unwelcome speculative development and have for 4 years
challenged the credibility and questionable scale of the new town on behalf of our
community. Prior to this I was the Chair of the Neighbourhood Action Panel working
with the Police to reduce crime locally.
I have a wife and 3 children and am a Data Protection Manager for a London Borough.
I have worked across Local Govt since 2003 and bring a wealth of sector specific
knowledge to the table.

Cllr Glyn Evans

I volunteered for co-option last year to build on some constructive relationships with
some council members and in the hope of lending new skills to the operation. I spent
most of my career in financial services with private clients and I am still retained on a
part-time basis.
I am often seen in the wilder parts of Wivenhoe with binoculars and camera, recording
the wealth of wildlife in our area. I am also a founder volunteer of the Wivenhoe Food
Bank and am sometimes involved with amateur shows locally.
My role in the council is a relationship builder and networker.

Cllr Kevin Read

I was born and raised in the small village of Boxted in the Borough of Colchester then
moved to Wivenhoe in 1984 and have been a Wivenhoe Town Councillor for a number
of years. In 2014 I had the privilege of becoming Mayor of Wivenhoe and during that
year I promoted ‘One Wivenhoe’ a vision to promote the village feel and community
spirit of Wivenhoe. In my professional capacity I am a Director of a Transport Company
that employs 45 people locally. I have a range of skills that I bring to the Council
including HR and employee legislation. I am Chair of the Personnel committee and
member of other committees within the Council. I very much enjoy being outside
walking and kayaking on the river Colne and I am a member of the National Trust as
I have a great interest in our Nations Heritage.

Cllr Kathleen Wenaden

I joined the Town Council in April 2019, and it has been a great few months getting to
know the town council mayor and the team of councillors, and staff. My family and I
moved to Wivenhoe in 2016, but since then I have been a volunteer at Monday Club,
and am involved in Wivenhoe Community Church, and Broomgrove School BSA. I
have 8 year old twins, and work part-time as a GP also, which keeps me busy!
Within the council, I am particularly interested in looking at health and wellbeing in
Wivenhoe, and also thinking about Young people (Youth Facilities group), but also
hope to get involved in other committees.
Meet the rest of the councillors in our next edition!

Colchester Borough Councillors
•
•
•

cllr.andrea.luxfordvaughan@colchester.gov.uk
cllr.cyril.liddy@colchester.gov.uk
cllr.mark.cory@colchester.gov.uk

Essex County Councillor
•

cllr.julie.young@essex.gov.uk

5. WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO
We are a statutory body of 12 unpaid volunteers, elected by yourselves to promote
and watch over the interests of Wivenhoe.
We are the most local level of government but not affiliated to any particular political
party.
The next tier up are your Ward Councillors who sit on various committees at Colchester
Borough Council
The tier above them is the County Councillor who represents the town at the Essex
County Council meetings.
We are supported by the Town Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer, staff and
volunteers, delivering numerous services to meet local needs. We have a limited
number of formal powers, e.g., providing allotments, caring for public green spaces,
a hand in maintaining or guarding public rights of way, bus shelters, public seats and
small-scale street furniture and the provision of halls and community buildings.
We also have a statutory right to comment on plans submitted to Colchester Borough
Council.
Our funds are the smallest part of the Council Tax and we get no general government
grant, so we have every incentive to keep expenditure low and be economical.

6. WTC SERVICES A TO Z
Bus Shelters
Cemeteries
Chapel Museum
Children’s Play Parks, Skatepark and Football Field
Community Allotments
Community Car Park, Toilets and drinking fountains
Community Hall
Community notice boards
Community Minibus
Litter picking and dog bins
Police Houses and Office/Shop
Open Access Public Green Spaces, KGV, Jubilee Gardens, Wildlife Garden,
Dog Walking area
Pavillion
Pontoon access to River Colne
Recycling Supplies local collection point
Some seating in High Street and Rosabelle Avenue
Some footpath maintenance and protection of public rights of way
Town Council Office, meeting room and yard
Quay Shelter, Ferry Hard
Canoe/Kayak and Dinghy storage and racks

Colchester Borough Council services

Including Benefits, Environmental, Housing, Parking, Parks, Refuse Collection,
Streets at www.colchester.gov.uk

Essex County Council services

Including Education, Highways, Libraries, Licencing, Social Care Transport, Waste
at www.essex.gov.uk

7. COUNCIL INFORMATION
As Councillors we;
Make decisions through attending meetings and committees, deciding which activities

to support, where money should be spent, what services should be delivered and
what policies should be implemented.
Monitor decisions by keeping an eye on how well things are working so that they lead
to efficient and effective services.
Get involved as local representatives we have responsibilities toward our constituents
and local organisations.
Day to day we attend local organisation meetings such as with the police and highways
authority, follow up issues on behalf of members of the public and meet with individual
residents in their own homes.

8. WTC MEETINGS & EVENTS
Meetings vary in their degree of formality, but all are chaired and where it is required,
matters are discussed and a vote is taken.
Formal meetings are recorded; less formal meetings such as working groups are not.
The main event is the monthly full town council meeting attended by Ward and
Borough Councillors.
Meetings are open to members of the public and the minutes are made public on the
Council website and on our noticeboards around the town.
Personnel, Finance, Planning and Estates meet regularly, usually monthly and working
groups meet as necessary.
Most meetings are lively and informative, usually an hour and a half long and the
one common thread is supporting and promoting the town and its people. Each year,
usually the second week of May, we hold our Annual Town Meeting in the William
Loveless Hall.

9. UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
March 2020
11 Estates (Open Spaces) Committee
16 Full Town Council
April 2020
7 Planning Committee
15 Estates (Properties) Committee
20 Full Town Council

Our Civic Service is held annually in October to thank people and organisations in
Wivenhoe who contribute so much to the town and a Remembrance Service and
Parade is held each November.
We also support the Christmas Lights team that does such a splendid job of lighting
up the town each December.

10. YOU ASKED, WE LISTENED
Climate and Biodiversity Crisis

Did you know that on Monday 18 November 2019 at the Full Town Council Meeting,
the following motion was carried;
WTC acknowledges that there is a nature and climate emergency and will aim to
become a carbon neutral organisation by 2030.
This will take place within the constraints of WTC budget and resources. WTC will
raise awareness and encourage others with the formation of a group, involving lay
members, to further environmental causes across Wivenhoe.
Councils around the country are declaring climate and species emergencies.
Wivenhoe Town Council has also been approached to do the same. We believe that
a declaration means nothing unless it is backed up by action.
To this end, we will engage with our community and help us form and implement
actions to achieve these aims and help to make Wivenhoe greener, cleaner and less
wasteful.
The reality is that Council budgets are shrinking, and major investment is not possible.
However, we may from time to time be able to access grants for community projects.
Some projects may involve little or no cost, but we believe there is also an important
collective and personal responsibility that we can all take and reflect in actions and
behaviour.
We would like to hear from anyone who would like to consider working with us and
would like to share ideas you have to make our homes and town more environmentally
friendly.
Hopefully together we can inspire each other, make a difference and even save
money!
We promise to do our best to adopt ideas so we can be less wasteful as a Council
wherever practically possible.

11. UPDATE ON THE
LOCAL PLANNING MEETING
The New Town – Update
It cannot have escaped your notice that there are plans to build 9,000 homes starting
from just a few hundred yards away from us. WTC has severe concerns about the
detrimental impact this will have on our daily lives. From the congestion it will create,
it’s impact on the environment and how it will overburden our limited local resources.
We have been proactively campaigning against the New Town in accordance with
residents wishes and will continue to do so.
Recently there have been consultations on the potential A133/A120 link road and
transport plan and the type of housing in the New Town. We have taken part in both.
The Planning Inspector examined the plans between 14 & 24 January 2020 and we
were represented at the hearing by Cllr A Luxford-Vaughan and Cllr Asa Aldis. We put
forward our case that the plans are unworkable, unwanted and unnecessary. We will
keep you updated.

12. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Do I need a voucher for recycling supplies? Yes, you do. From June 2019
residents need to fill in an online form at www.colchester.gov.uk/recycling or call CBC
on 01206 282700 and request a form is sent to you. Please bring this to the Town
Council Offices when you collect green boxes, food caddies, garden bags or clear
bags. These items are free of charge, but you must present a voucher.
Did you know that Wivenhoe Library is also a collection point for recycling
supplies?
Do you have a hall for hire? Yes, we do, the William Loveless Hall, 87 High Street.
Wivenhoe residents receive a hall hire discount.
Can I join your Allotment waiting list? Yes, you can if you are an adult resident of
Wivenhoe.
Do you have a Minibus that I can use? Yes, we do, the 14 seat (including driver)
Ford Transit LWB Minibus. It has powered assisted steering, reversing camera, safety
belts, RICON lift or step access.

13. GET INVOLVED – LOCAL INFORMATION
& OPPORTUNITIES
Join a working group
We have a number of Working Groups and welcome ’lay’ members.
These include the following;
•
•
•

VEDay75 2020
Communications
Youth Facilities

We need you!
We have a councillor vacancy. If you are interested in becoming a councillor please
call or come into the office and discuss with the Town Clerk, Jo.

Did you know there are many volunteering opportunities
in the town, such as;
Wivenhoe in Bloom
Foodbank
Helping Hands
The Community Bus
Chapel museum
Visit www.wivenhoe.gov.uk for more information. This is by no
means an exhaustive list, there will be further details in future issues.
If you have any comments about our newsletter or would like to
contribute to the next issue please get in touch!

